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Abstract: The successful architecture and supporting protocols of today”s Internet operate poorly when faced with operating
environments characterized by very long delay paths and frequent network partitions. These problems are exacerbated by end-nodes
that have severe power or memory constraints. Because of lacking ”always-on” infrastructure in mobile and extreme environments,
many such networks have their own specialized protocols, and do not utilize TCP/IP. To achieve interoperability between them, re-
searchers had proposed a petwork architecture and application interface structured around optionally and reliable asynchronous mes-
sage forwarding, with limited expectations of end-to-end connectivity and node resources. This architecture is called delay-tolerant
networks(DTN) . It operates as an overlay network above the transport layer. In this paper, we study the state-of-the-art architecture
and key techniques for DTN, discuss their merits and deficiencies, and point out potential issues. Itlsmrpurposetosmmﬂatenm

research in this new promising network.
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BEMELITE R — & 3R B (E2E) M B2, St H M B M E 3
FRAT LB A, — WA E RN AR ET LA
REEEFEAEEZN TR BATCRAEE MM RFE
ERN LRAREMMEREE . YXXALKREN—
M THE S — M, B R ERE P L
(clients) F1 T ¥ 2 75 b S5 H1 S F2 AL (remote clients) 22 8]
R B HRSE .

o AR K ) 2% (Exotic Media Networks) : /M K& 5
IR D EEE K TR B (Fl iRk
SR ERERMATERE) FESKHKPRAFEK
FRRERES. XL R REA W B MR R (Fln
HTFFEMSME) LR REAFEREIENHE.
RERBE—FI BN BRI FEREEPERS
(FlinER—KEEZREL MR NEEFETE).

o FEI LR HH LMY (Military Ad-Hoc Networks) :
XEM SO EMEAB T E P WA MBIHE AT
MW AEEEIEREM AN TIRE T RES &M%
R Bz, YA B LS N FH, K LRI
STFEARRERLFERSF TR, XEERBHEERK
RBHERAHNEER. Hit, TR 5ZL%E,
BERREFEATHEFERNT EEMEH .

o {5 FIE R 3R/ HAT RS P4 (Sensor and Sensor/
Actuator Networks) : 1X 2 4% H Yy 95 s FRE & - E MU B
B AHERAMTERNDMAR. b, XENETEE
PERA,OSHTHIERE BN E. I TRE
BB, XA MG PRGEEE HERBUTH, ATREAE— B
FINAFE R KEERR . GRS MERS /TS
W48 % Ed BA U RN K EHMAN
FHEK.

FE DA b 6 P 2% o i P AL Y Intemet 1 R 25 H9 I
WIETUBEMNEERNFRF R Hh TN
B AT IEH KRB ER AP
ST ESMRERLY BT KIFHES, TSR
WA Intemet (K 2 ZE MR BRI RL FIARIE s T PR A0 Bk
i LA Internet 14 5 45 H9 A R E N7 5X 26 47 B 26
%, BATC A H R 8 —F b 2 B8 IE B (link-
repair approaches ) "), & I, B 7 (6] 4 % %% 1L b & B
TCP/IP YR ANEE R , 55 1 (R 5 Internet 1) 355 ) 55 7 5 4
AL ERR, BRATA A3 B S0 1 SURAT 1P B
5 — Ry B R 4% 5 2K AL B 7 (network-specific proxies
appmachm)"m, EREKZRMEAEN hntemet 131 %
(edge) , BT HEBKACHE HE B Intemet FIZ R M % (HE T
BRE—-MEANTESTRESR RASTE
B 33 7 oy AR S REAR 47 A B 75 3R I 45 (DTN, Delay-
Tolerant Networks) #F' 7 7E i [l &% .

ARMERREHARAEEFNARESFA

(IRTF) ) 2538 W 4 5% 53 41 (DINRG * ) 7 & s R 8 BT 52
41 (IPNRG™ )Rt b & B K89, B R N 1T ER] Inter-
net IETIREN, EXEREARERHKREERFM
B2 % BB A R & R TAEFERS) B—HiE
63 B (message) AT EME X R K RE W, EERZ
RS ERKNEY Tk ARMENRITZHTES
Intemet BRI BA B TR R EREIE
BEEANEERALLS X BEAT W, ©RE
TR B AL 4, 5 AR TCP/IP R A 4E A .

2 ERMANERFE

ZRNEARTRAAEGNE, CEEAEMT
JIAMEHED,

(1) Bk e vt

o F4ER fEHIE R (High latency, low data rate) : %
HERFER RIS EHRE LT -RWER LR,
f§—k b 25 B0 FE R R vh 1 o AR e B B 1% e
(8] &b B it (] 4 4% bt (R LAY, T REAE S m b HE BRI
TR . 30 55 22 W &b BE (6 0 HE BA B (8], 2 B ) 0 £ 4B S
R EEZTRERERE M. 2R M YRR, %
A T] BEBUM (BT K ) 10kbps) , FER ] fEB K (K&
1 B8 L), MiEERAERKEE LW EEAXHREN
(Blin—A B R T AR EEREERN ETE
HEHE).

® W4 Wi FF ( Network disconnection) : 7E i % % Fi I
geh BRI T A AR R AR E R E SR . — R
S, BT AT B B AR R M A Ry . FHR
TR A EEENETEERETRR, XERHHIE. &
FH s FE & 255 H (low-duty-cycle ) & ¥, 3E 55 i% ( Non-
faulty) T SR B3 L RAE R IR B h . R TR T EM
KR (FnET D E RS B EEIEAEN
AR ) R (b T 18 I i 2R 15 V0 B e
BB TRES KRG RESEABFERE RS
(TR &R ) R A 7E N, B AT AT 6

o K HEBAZER ( Long queuing delay) : FE4E i+ F 4
HMBE R, SEE MG R ERML, A\ E
REFEXSMEA. XML, JEAR E R8T
1 BGBESE/N), I BIME T —BOR B ad /) & a5t
SEFRMA AR, W BR LR Z RN %S, HA
A E] AT RE A S R L/, EEZATREJLR) . X &R
B, JH 8 P RB AL TE A [1] s el 5 TR BB A S K B ]
I B2 ZHUH B F — Bk s o] BEAE B (revoked) . R 2
B AR R BLIE B R B AP RO B e 2%, TH B BR L M B 1%

* http: //www. dinrg. org/
#* http://www. ipnsig. org/
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BEHET—BL.

(2) Mtk REEH

o TR EXSHZMME D, MEKREN
FERGEBNERRA BB, BARA
HIREREEAE HEERKEHER T, #85 Ll
FRDAZ R4 o 1@ 7, BLAE BB o 6 i X AR A
HBEBREBA—NTEERR—XERR—MIE
G DRI, 33X 2 O 4% L X 1T B RV L AR/ L LR B
& Intemet AR RA N EMMRIIE. AL EE
BoAeth, IR ML BB AT B8R PR A 2k 19 LIRS R 32
RRA T Rt A 4 B ) R A KD R % 45 A
THERATRIAT R EH L2 ST m i ERA #

58 . P& BRI A R £ B/ R E IRIET Z i

WRES Y Bt

o Tt XM, Ei5HERI KL (ex-
otic) ¥ L] BER i1 BFUTH ERHBEHNRE—-NE
FYTIR, B R N S HOAIE R AR S HLH
R RRAGA 5 WS, YL BEARH TS
ZE %2 (CoS, Class of Service) KB HE 2% &
HIZER MR, mBIR M K 2K EH H ARSI,
FEREEE F— WERFR—REREMEAN IR
BB, AT Z A BRE P X RATEEN; $
ZLENEREAE R RATI R — 2 FRBEH
B ERAERE.

(3) % R G

o F 4w A45 FR (Limited longevity) : 76— #6532 R R % (1
KL B2 W% EELRE 30 M %S 2 RN MN%E
) 5P SRR EER RS ESFEF.
EXMERT I FRRESL RERERE, RiHE T
HAPBEMEH SAREEM. WRXBEHNE KD
WiTF R4 — A FE TR T8 B 5 0 5 B i) ¢ 20 i) i
HEELRETENEN. BR EXHERTER
BEREFLE R 0 R AL R B k. Bk, 7]
RAERBOREN S B BIRE — L H R, 3 BT
BNEARNERNEBASFTEREHY—-IEAR
Mo E L.

® 1 475 tb#:4E (Low Duty Cycle Operation) ; 2471 15
PORETERA M R M KR, EAE % H s
(RATREE AR PIREFE ), HL DM A] DA FE B, X 2 R
SGEFOELRHAMRMNNEZRESHATARE . &
—SAET (Bl ks 588 ), b T L B4
RIS LA FFTE 1% X RERIR B2 B E
BRI —E M GEE RN BT BB ICIR . XX
BHURE, BEETEREAREENEfTHE, REg
W s e PR L B0 4 R E R REIE B T30 18] & B —
MV EMARNE LR T2 FBRGAE, EEJL

Bl R mo XA, B 40 “ wake-up radios”! 51, FE 3
FIERNEREEEEEHGEIENITRRE.

® ¥F 574 PR (Limited resources) : | i 42 ) f L2
MMEHGFHERTAEREENEEE T A,
B, % F— N EAEEE B R & B3R UL, R E M
FAEBETE P BIE 2T, TBA B TR
IEEEZHEE . BRI Z A, WY AR T ER PR
RIT B [E ) BB A2 6] X B, WA TR ERE
GREABE, XEBRERITEE T &, BHRERD
HibRSH B MW B — R R E R AR H™
H.

3 RREREMERMNESREREM

ZRMBERBEEMRNE R REWSHTEEHN
Intemet HI T 25 . BFFER W) XWX MR % Ll B
A MSRE A PR AT B A R 43 B A A X DGE BT
HEdE— N EREREFEETUAESE YME
B0 A Intemet B, (HEE HALBHR X HZREAE T
HethiUk ke B ARHEAKN . Hit, FEEE
HT—MFNERZRNENAZERMEDEE
WEEREREH”, BHRAB KL% (DIN).

DIN 2% F 16 B (Message) X ¥e iy, HE 4B B0 w]
BERME R MY (bundles)” . —HH A B & —
ISR N "0, LI E AT 64 B vt 25 BOFR 4R
435 & 2% (bundle forwarders)” B, DTN [ 3¢ . Bureigh % A
RET — MBI E 22 R &) R b
(bundling) , B BT BEZE L TF Intemet #* DNS #7154 B b
HE B

DIN M RE M AR T Intemet FIIK R W, B
BT R 2 MR 7E MR B . DIN 513 T —NBr
B “MMIPZ (bundle layer)”~%), R Ei 7] 5 5 14 B e
WEER, REARRMENERZEL. “BER" 174
#1 Internet B EARAMSIEE , BARAK G, BAECRE
EEHBHREMARSHARL R . DIN K AREWHRE
FEEXRE 1 PR,

| mme |

KR
Bundle 2

g 7=

K&z
b0

M2 wER
Intemet 5 DTN 42
B 1 Intemet5 DTN §143E&R G A H

SHABEE R LE, DIN MEFIAT -85 R
BHAEREXT —4BERE FEF:

#RZ
R
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(1)DTN P X FIX 3 (DTN Gateways and Re-
gions) -

DINfER— B H "R R W BT
AERFRMERIIRZ E, H—14 DIN 5 S A%H
PMREZ AR MEE Y BE R R R X
B6. DTN M K45 & T Metanet f “waypoint” #f
AW AAI K ARPANET 5 ) P 36 & X “way-
point” BEEHER T R A— 1 K IR 5048 00 8
REAY—A . DTN 0% 3R FH ) 2 60 T 6. B e AR
BT RATAE Py EE . HERTRE
WA 2Rk 2 B O A 2 AR, DTN R
BHE TR EEES R EF#S . DIN
RXWHTRERE, UFREREETN.

WMREBEAT ST UARERE DIN WK # 17
BE RABEXFANEALER—-KEH, K
B R RRR R A F W 4% U 130 3 ik #R 2 8 B R
ALE 2R DIN RS — MR F, B AN
A, 437 AB.C.D. K3 B EfF—1#4# DIN J
KNEHBEENALRKE, ZAKRELET DINK
¥3MDINFIX S ZH . K3 D BF— 1 EWEEN
M TR,

(2) Befit (contact)

“Hefih(contact) "R M R—MEFHYLE . FE—A
BKi% #2 W 45 (intermittently connected network) H, 4% % 88
J1#E 0 F— AN EXCZ ) e AR A . B % B ) R TE Ui
BEFR B Bk BB SOk B b A [B) 5 A o
BEHHRE. B HEXP),

o FELEH Ml (Persistent) : — B AL FREHRE . 41,
8 DSL B}, Cable Modem % “— HFELR" Y Intemet EHZ .

o S # il (On-demand) : — H.
AFRRBTUBHHREFTFE

Source:{ A, UserHost x 1093 )
Deat: 1) Satellite/Service3/n2}

B2 DINHRELHHRN
BERBHFER.

(3)4 ¥ Z L4 (Name Tuples)

KT SCH DIN 38 8 B9 B i, SR P 4 FR A R AR R
HARER BArd . AR B R R A A8 K SR A R, 3
AN REA, Ly KiRg LRE—, 7T LUED
NEHE AARIPEL . CRERAEE R ERXE
PR, B UER SR E— LRZTUREEE
LiHy . DIN HEKERBARY M, I AR RIERF %5
B.Y-MHEESET MR BARBESH,
A RSSO X384 ok 3 bl . 76 B3k H 9 K Ik e,
FE SR T B B A TS A B AR Y R
PRt ) .

(4) R BEERIBR %5 (A Postal Class of Service)

ZHNEERESHREZR. BRAETAR

B )l B S T R R DTNCIRYE )5 2%
o [ B, 7] 1 E # (Intermit-
tent , scheduled ) 4% fi - B 37 E #2 5 [, # HERMAKR
WU(%%E%EWIE%*?%IZWB‘J DTN S RPC &
HE. Gl IRNEDE. 3 2 | mommrn | 4820 | gppng| 205
o [A] BK 1 8 4% 19 (Intermittent, P ) b2 wHH
opportunistic) £ i : 1% 28 fil B AR W] P
HEh, REEREBRTANE L, |- - ol P I 1.1 I
;;gz:ﬁmﬂ JEBIM A SN BB HeE TCP UDP SCTP . wa** #Iﬁgﬁ
. M .
o (3 §RAY T B AY (Intermit- » FEHN
tent, predicted) ¥ fif: AEHUE, B |wgp| f—-————=-r—=——+—-——-
MATFEMMEEER Ny 22 ws | wman | oxg |85 it
BESHEAMBRTWERER XR

—AEREFRE TR, LFE

B3 DINER#NL4H
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SRR ESRERLEN BEEFEHEATHT
ATSC IR B PR B0, R I R R &
7 (CoS, class of service) 45 . 7E DTN 3% 1 3 H diR
REFHIMB LB FRENN DIN P “HR S %
B EERBEREERL KIEOE FEERES
KEHBEE BEREEANAEAHK CoS FRE™.

(5) 1% 1% % ( Custody Transfer)

DIN ARG R E & (P) Mk 5 e A (NP) B
KHBBON BEBEATUAA—RBEHEH
i, AR ST . RIERBRAE LT — 5%
HE BERFAGA—EREMEGH RS 5F
BB REEREHREYEEN—1 DINRE T~
DIN 2k, 3 HAERT SE st (R 38 B 0 T iz s 2l
W E AT R E EREMRREZ MR LM
BE ELLREAETEAERSRTEREMRK
At , 3 B o T R A — B

BAMBERIEBETEERATRNEREE
B HAEERRECENEEEZRAAHBNR, U
BT X R I LB B R . B 3 RRT
G RBROPITEN " IR 3 R, TREEHT
Bk RM, A E R BN NEREERENER
REFHMGBER T EREOEEHUERT, 8%
BN AEORERMEZNER G, ERSERE
PAANNEGHIBEERTEE FAENDE
T LA E

() MEEHEELH

YER—A BB {5k R 45 M), DIN B3 & £ 0 A
PELEHEZFEHBEN.DIN PHRBEHENRR
FIDINBERREMNT B X ER HERHE
PRNMAEEKFREE DIN A BFHAE.

Xt & 5 L A9 BT, DIN § & 2% B R
AXHHTEEHHUERMREEWNIH . kL
BURBRE UL, X B — Bt H E 257, filin TCP,
X.25, RTS/CTS, XON/XOFF, B # A/ E R H 5% . E
HHHTF 7 DIN FEBERBEHIHRFAKN,H
A LA R T BT SR 558

FECA M 25 46 e, DTN @430 2248 ) 2 A X PR 2 52
B, FER I TEA Y 5 —, W R m— Bnt
AT BETCE B S B (st B BUIE TR ER A
BRBEILEL X)), BIEERRERL T
&, BNELRFINREREAAREER BT EMH
FAZETFRAERN FCFS KRR EFHE. R DINEL
BEZAFAMIREES, B2 LB E. X, T
SR e MaEN, B, ER 4k Ry
HEfLH.

REBEFOBTUI D EHNBETE. T3

(Proactive) 77 1518 # LA — A BRI R L8 R
AR FEER T, — MK R —
TRELRNEREHNZ T, IRTFERLAN. Rt
ShEMTEMRE SRR B ELER MR EHHAR
AR F , IR B A 5 (Reactive) 77 1%,
EHEREAETRE.

4 DINMZXRERGHXARKR

DINKAZEHWEBERH M EF htemet!” T3+
B.EHRT M EXMHL LR 2 A DIN M4 IE
FETHXBEERERE HA¥ARRAEEXLENG
Rl AR KL NAB SRR EX L EY
MRRAEHRRE, BERRER, HCEER T — L5
EBFATEH# S REARRELENSE .

(EEBaHEA ‘

7E ACM SIGCOMM2004 £ &, Jain F AR H T
DIN R4 o B 3 i 1) BE0S), B 4 4 7 DIN Bs 9
B (e R R R T S 0] 0 ) s b R — A B A 1] 3R
AL B MM, BX M A% R RN . X
#R(12,17,18JHF 52 T M4 RN al FUAEE , nfa7E 4%
R BEM% /B3 Ad-Hoe % thiR {1t % 3 . Zhand ' 7
EEMRBRAR L B DIN B s A —
RAFEMBH TR, EREHRNBHMERELET
PIRGER R A B ; 55— KA B R, B
BRE P& RIBN AW ER . T BT E b &
H:Q% TR F % (Tree approach) ), @ Bt 25 % dy
(Space time routing) 2!, @4 IF {8 41 5 72 7 ¥ (Modified
shortest path approaches)!'s!, ; T B fIBEHLE It T A :
Of Yottt /b6 B 8 % & R (Epidemic/ randomspray )[®)
——MEAMB BN AERAFEEY
REH k. QTP B M7 ¥ (History or predication-
based approach) , EX ER B EH BRI ER
BEEAAFEFEHILE, REREB - EM
HramtEl ik — SR E TRFT—RHEN
SGHX R B 1 (Per Contact Routing) ™1 3 T3 34 35 2) i3
YEBES 5 I R B e 10 Q2 F AR 85 (Model-
based) !, @ A # % 3 J # ( Control. movement)!!, ®) %
F 4% #9 75 1 ( Coding-based approaches)[m,

EHEAEERMETHBHER T BC2ET —
YHRABRE. EMREDIDETINNRED M LR (Z-
braNet) !t 34 95 T 38 S SE U TR 2 K, OB ERE D
BFREMERERENATUETIREMESH
B FEBIER LR (DataMules) 2 Ht, 0 P75 45 R B 38

# RPC(Remote Procedure Call)
#+ http://www. princeton . edu/mrm/ zebranet . htm!
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B XIATE R “mule” EH & BV RERAE 1 K, IR HAR
PR ER MY B EHE LIRS, B4 KER ML ®
BEERAUYARE. XENBBTAP EER4H
B E) Ad-hoe W% E324T P AL, 81T I3 B
WA G EE R A A S 3 3% 72 . DTN 72 R 4 i
FFE AT AR P X A R . Internet P 25 B o (14 1 B
FZZHbREMR hemet FHABES R, BEHTY
B RbEEE.

DTN ) 7 s o 32 43 1,28 8 0 i I 408 o 2 2 P K K
X SHRBM &AL 7E DIN RSP, A EES
FAR, B ERAARE T 5 35w B2, X st PR
THEEBHFROER 4N AEENERRRRY
g —Fh s B 7 R 5 et B 1 ( Epidemic routing)™®!, &
WS AR EN RIS ER, ERS TR
FHE—MEEMFEN . CER1618 KR T~ nfy
1 DIN PP B B M ESR, HEE T L
AMEERHBEE . DINBEN - EZBHFRERR
W AR A, BN TS TR AR B
RET8EHR EXHER19]9, Lu S AR TILHE SR
PR A Ha e BEHL DIN P 4 o3l 15 B 1K 7T (i B
BLESEMBEHEREX —FEE, HFEKITRTH
HL DIN #9045 8% B AL DTN B 4% P 23R .7 A
B JrihetE g R R RS S BB EAWER P
PLES . Jones 2 At 4R HY T — R 35 F /9 {5 {5 A 199 445 XL 0
T 5.1 DIN By B2 e X it T -4 2 R '
G- EBBERB T RO RS KA
8] SCER[23 4R i T —ANIE A o] BRI 48 A 38 2% ot i
PROPHET, B M BHE AT B EMERNT
LA . PROPHET R T —MET K ¢ IB—ITER
AW &b ZE MM EXEESH P, . SR
B, 1A 5 B 8 BB KB B

DIN#HE—IMEARRENRE, EEREHE
BB E R HE R R RE A EESEA.

QABEAR

HABBEARERENABSEANFERRAT Z
RS- HER S AP BB KT
ZEHEMDINN ARETAR AN, FETFEAX
BB E R AR TR HREE T DIN N& KR %K
P45 T T #5448 DIN R A 3B R — A ERL. DIN
HBANERFHAREE X, WA KT HEHRITH
i [EE . Zhao Al Ammar %% A B KR T 7/ DIN A%
SR BT PR BN R B e SR A9 DTN 4
EmEE FERETE DIN PIEH X BB LMK
.

ABEDINNEPHEELHBAR, CH KW

REFHRTXTHMTR, FERBT —LHRER.
Symington % AR H T DTN [ 4% o # 3 fR % (Non-Custo-
dial) R AL A% 2 M2 LT & DIN R
AT RBEFERERPAREHOBEEERE R
B % SO T S e o — IR A5 1 P R 8 b )
PLEEREN T REE— MRS E MENN A,
FEBEAN B R A L — MRS . 4 Y
£ B AR 7E X S 4 R I 4% P R AL U D . AR SR AR B AL
HBE F, Symington % A#4T T ¥ BRI H DIN W&
REHEREEY . X~ BB LN LED
ZMANARREEBRNETRENEL.

B)&ZeHAR

S5REEEREPHLLFABEARE, DIN FHE
2RIFHERH BAEHRNE. DIN MEEMEHNREP
HEARMEREHREYESTN. XK1 HRT
DTN Hf)— 2838 H 4 3R, H 48— Mol 7 R i 2 L 4R
PHE ZELRERETAREG AR .~
HEMHF DIN R &, RUAAEBEME AT,
RIEELRB—MEEHINEARICH AL EHE L
—MNEFHINERR D EA G AN ARG AME
AR ERA PR —% DIN RER, EAGFHE—
AR, .

DTN 2 MR 3 B PO E 2 418 : I P DTN B iy
#5 DIN KR 36 F1 DIN IE$5AE . 4—4 DIN Fi 4%
YT DIN B 35 KL BB AT, B 8 e m B i 28
REEHRICTHALFHMRITEMER. B
LELZIHEALFENGEAEHEESFP. — B
BREHANE, ERT=E—-TMHTCECRANTE
ZIETE B E TS A DIN B, P feE & 5
BHEHAMMIES, AP AAERWMITMR S BRH
B R EEESHERMBINBAS ERE, FE—1
BHAENHTEL IS L ATFRIE B A%
FHNPRAREENELHE B, BITEERHA
WEZEE) EEMTEEBN, HERERAHE
M) &% E RS AR .

DTN thk & G5 H 2 2 R 56 501 N 4 & 2R
HRARF. A B REH M %% 2T R B HIANE
RAPRERMEEMERE, MAMAERRESNE
fi%% {H7E DIN B R TR (SR MX) EHEHR
NE, B &% & H BB & A LA E/RE S B 1k
2 |- R TR R R R .
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