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Low-Light Small Target Detection Method Combining Feature
Fusion Enhancement and Detail Features
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Electronic Technology, Guilin, Guangxi 541004, China)

Abstract: The detection of small targets in normal illumination conditions is challenging. In low-light environments,
images suffer from severe information loss due to low brightness, low contrast, and low signal-to-noise ratio, which further
weakens the feature information of small targets, making feature extraction more difficult. As a result, research on small tar-
get detection in low-light environments is scarce. To address this issue, this paper proposes a low-light small target detec-
tion method, MC-YOLO. The MC-YOLO includes four modules: multi-scale feature fusion enhancement (MFFE) module,
detail feature extraction (DFE) module, Neck module and Head module. Firstly, the method uses the MFFE module to ex-
tract small target features in low-light environment through deformable convolutions and multi-scale feature fusion and to
enhance global features through global average pooling making small target feature information more salient. Next, the DFE
module fully utilizes contextual information to extract small target features while preserving the positional information of
the small targets, which solves the problem of easy loss of detail feature information of small targets in low-light environ-
ments. Then, the neck module performs feature extraction and multi-scale feature fusion. Finally, the head module introduc-

es a small target detection layer on the high-resolution feature map to detect small targets in low-light environments. Experi-
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mental results show that this method performs well in the accuracy of low-light small target detection, with the mAP of
83.2% on the self-made low-light small target dataset LLSOD, which is 3.6% higher than the current advanced target detec-
tion method YOLOv11.
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P L, DA B0 H 45 1 28 1) F MS COC02017 AT, 34
80251 . FHE 4R iy 52 B o A A B AR R o34 an 14 4
KIS P . 4 28 E 48 0 52 BE oA 11 A Al b
B A B ok R A0 1 X R BE AR, DN A bR S % K B
HELAY OB B 4 AT LA, LLSOD ik 45 b iy &
18- 1 0K FE AR JL-F-#B4E 100 LR, K343 5 H 7E 50 22
A, T DLl B s 2 v g R 5 B LA Y . 1 5 )
B B AR RS A B A bR =R B AR A
HETE R FF 7, 78 0.05 LA T Km0 BAR , Y s brie B
bR EL R . MRS Rl LA H, LLSOD %l 45 i/ H
FRUIR B o Lty , RAIAREEE o5 AR/, R DL SZ
AR SO 3 I 2R AN IE
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S HR 2 W, AN SCHE IR 720 1 59 He 4 X LLSOD
BAREIAT TR0 TE RN 4 649 5K IMHKAE 1 492 5K
FEEAE 517 5K .

4.2 ISR

A SR H O K B (mean Average Precision,
mAP) ¥ U 3R (Precision) | 43 7] Z (Recall) 1f 2 i & A<
By IR o < A N = LU i B 1 R e =
mAPS0 %75 24 ToU BN 0.50 i BT A H AR5 AP{E Y
SEIME . mAP50~95 £ 75 ToU 81 /1 0.50~0.95, L1 0.05
AR AP - 24ME , AT DR LG TRIALEAR
] ToU Y i N LA B 1m0 15 8 . R PEM T bRy
IWHEAXFRWT

TP
P= b iFp (13)
TP
R= TP +FN (14)
1
AP:f PdR (15)
0
N
D AP,
_i=1
mAP= =T (16)

Herp TP FP A1 FN 43 31 3 7R 1E A A I AE |5 AGHE AR AS:
FE B , P 3R AT ESR R 3R A I AP FR—4
) B ARG U S SAD RS T
4.3 SCILEFS

ARG RAE LLSOD Bl g iyl 4R4E LIZ:300%¢
LIRS b PEAG A I B8, A U4 L IRE T A
SCHEIRL A IZ AL RE ST . AR SCHA LR F AL B2 T B
fb#5 DL 0.01 ) Ia 24 2 Rl 4k, IR0 A s%aB ko X
B2 21 R E 0.000 1. AR SCHYSE 1245 4 Tesla P40
GPU, iz 47345 4 Python3.7 Fil PyTorch1.8.
4.4 XFtbEIE

ARTTFE LLSOD Bt 8 Xt 4 Sk e RE IR T e, 45
RN VR, Hp iR g UM IR 3R . AR SCRE
P U T 83.2% 11 mAPS0 #158.4% (1) mAP50~
95, FEASINIKG BE mAP - b H T SEHER) YOLOV1 1 S5k 3R
PURLT . 1B 6 J/R T AR SCHE S AR EE /N H Bk ) 353k
5 HA B AR 1 Fo g, Ho e 1 TR AR B i 1 B
SHE , Fe e —A HRA SO R BRI ZE SR . S HAME AL,
A SCRABAE T T 22 R B RRAE Rl G 15 DL R A A NS
/I B AR X35 R T ML B 4T R RAE R, 7R R 4
PR B RFAEFEBUCRIAL B b X6/ FBRRRAE B8 0 A b, S T
NI B X3/ N B AR R AT 45, A TTIS 21 1 58
B mAP. MJE 645 247 il LI Y, YOLOvSs K61/ H AR
HIRE ISR , BERSAGIN— 2L/ NG H AR, A5 1 5KRER 2 3
EUG s ET 5 3 sk UG P Ak i o 48 LR 5
PG A it T N 3Kt R A i BE B YOLOvSs

VR IR IR . B, 26 1 5K EUR FP s R B 75 4 s
5 5K G A TR S/ N R e ), 5 4 5K KR
HPAEG RS DX B A Al T TR A 2 . 5 34T )2 Faster
RCNN (RGN S5 5, o] LU HiZ 07 2o R IR BE G (1) /s
HFRIREINEE T —E, 565 1k EUE TP gl kTIPS 7R 4
BEURAS 5 3 5K ANEE S TR IEMG A /)N B FRER AR Rk
T, 25 4 5 PRGARR B R DX L ) AR BE Bl AG . 565
447 J& RetinaNet IR I 25 5L , 7T LA % IR B
F/N B AR AR RE 7822 4 1 R BB BGE P 7R 2R
FEE 3 5K R 10 45 E B 1R 4G, 26 2 5K (58 4 5K 58 S ok A
Berh e/ AR i . 565 51772 FCOS AR 45

AT LU 207 R R EE AN/ B AR R RE ) 1R 22, Jt
AFGIASEMRIREE T 19 HARAVNEAR . 2 617)8/R T PP-
YOLOE (#5285 5% , 7] LI H PP-YOLOE X G A8 8 Fn %
TEA /N HRR ARG RE J1 455 , FLAER 15Kk 25 25K 55 35K
FEE 5 5k UG Ak 1)/ B AR DL 4 sk G P AR B
DX 3 L A A FR TC Bl A . 26 7 47 45 L W HDETR X
I R B2 X 3511 B AR BE SR AN I , 257 A R Tk
BRI, LEAnss 1 sk EMR b B3R 4 5 2 skIFMR Yy
A KT N 55 3 5k G Ak i 4 2 AR S ik RN
P A OIS T AR T RE B A ALK . NSRS 8 AT AT LA MY
YOLOv8 XHIR IR BE AN H AR PRI e T 8522, 56 1 sk A
25k MG B ASE LT V2 3 SR MR B SERE LA S TR
G HRIRE I _ AATAR RERE SC AN, 25 4 SRS IR IR B IX
SR A N AR BRI . S 91T AT LA Y, YOLOVO X
TR DS/ Iy B ARkl e 74 2% | L anss 1k g iy
TRAE 3 R MG A A 2 2F DA SRS 4 5K ERLS IR E E IX
L A N TE I A AR G- A I . YOLO 10 X0 R [X 3 )
H bRl ge 42z, 5 1 iR IER R iR AR FIsg il kT 4k fig
PG, 565 5 5k PG APt T 8 ARt o RE R 4G 0

YOLOv 11 X% B8 X sl 19/ B ARSI 8 73825 , e an s
3R MR A 5 4 5K ISR IR B DX s B A N AR

F1 LLSODHIEE FEH A MRS LLE R

mAP50~ | Parame-
95/% | ters/10°
YOLOv5s (2020) | 0.828 | 0.64 | 70.9 47 7.2
Faster RCNN (2017)""'| 0.619 | 0.499 |  60.1 42.1 412
RetinaNet (2020)* | 0.711 | 0.576 | 61.9 54.1 35.7
FCOS (2022)" 0.466 | 0.337 | 40.8 26.4 31.9
PP-YOLOE (2022)* | 0.862 | 0.683 | 77.3 55.9 52.2
HDETR (2023)* | 0.836 | 0.673 | 74.4 54.1 46.1
YOLOv8(2023) 0.858 [ 0.681 | 73.8 55.4 25.9
YOLOv9(2024)"" | 0.897 | 0.729 | 79.7 56.3 25.5
YOLOv10(2024)* | 0.867 | 0.72 | 79.1 55.3 24.4
YOLOv11(2024) | 0.907 | 0.74 | 79.6 56.4 25.3
MC-YOLO (ours) | 0.892 | 0.790 | 83.2 58.4 22.1

ViRiS P R |mAP50/%
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55K EHG T _E A TCIE AR A S . e fs —
AT RAR SO RN 25 5, o] LU A SO 1A REAR b
G I R DI %/ AR AR 3t S A DR
TR ECREIEIN . 28 EATA , SR EE R /N BRIk
AR RS IR A , BRI B AR A 0 3572 T VA 5 el 7 Xof
IR EE DB /IS B AR AT 55, AR SCHR HH 1Y) v g
B 35 i A ) S AR R BE PR r 8/ H AR, SEE B 1 %
S 7 8 W N EE X LN sl NI TS el
FERHETE .
4.5 HRLSEIE

R T A SR IR B A RO A X 2
RBEFFIE RS 1S58 MFFE B3 40757 RHESE L DFE AR L)
JesINEBREIZ S-head HEAT T T RASEES , F X045 MEHXT
SRR MR AT T 48T . A AR SCI R H A

He , 78 3] MC_YOLO_del_DFE_S-head. MC-YOLO_del_
MFFE_S-head .MC-YOLO_del_DFE_MFFE .MC-YOLO_del_S-
head \MC-YOLO_del_DFE il MC-YOLO_del_MFFE iX 6 Fj &
1%, 2345 MFFE 1 DFE U5 (A Neck Fl Head SEE 01
SERSHINATESS , P IA G T MC-YOLO_del_DFE_MFFE
BPIEAE YOLOVSs 25 B3 T in/Is H ARG Z S-head
PLIGIIE S-head PRI , 6 BRI SEEGA5 R W12 2 firw , e
PSS DI R 3R . AR 2 iRl AR, 3 /-5t
M AE B fift AT B8 S BN [ R B ) 4R T A5 R, Herpr i
it F MFFE A R B, IR T RefiE RS s X R THIG
HE /N HARKIGE 7 A9 RS Bl . 3l 1 ST B R 4
PRSI 25 SR L AT DL R I, MEFFE A AR R RE P 5% i)
K, H Y] Il FH MFFE LA DFE ASSHe A RS o PE
k. M JE—17 0] LA R EHE F 3 AN B A Y (1
PEREIR B e

R2 FTRHBREEMIBER

S MFFE DFE S-head I R mAP50/% mAP50~95/%

Yolovss x x x 0.828 0.64 70.9 47
MC-YOLO_del_DFFE_S-head N x x 0.873 0.752 80.3 542

MC-YOLO_del_MFFE_S-head x N x 0.868 0.653 744 50
MC-YOLO_del_DFE_MFFE x x v 0.840 0.685 76.6 479
MC-YOLO_del_S-head N v x 0.836 0.714 81.1 58.4
MC-YOLO_del_DFE N x v 0.831 0.791 81.5 537
MC-YOLO_del_MFFE x J N 0.838 0.689 77.1 50.9
MC-YOLO J N N 0.892 0.790 83.2 58.4

4.5.1 MFFE #HREIHE
ARATIINZ RS FEAE Al B AR 5 AR AL L2k
FEARUAE L, mAPS0 4275 1 9.4% ,mAP50~95 #2155 1 7.2%.
YR T RIS ME G SR T R R
1B, IS A /N B bR, AR T 3 242 RIEA A
R T 5WEE UE B TR G, i iR 4
JRP AR /N ARRRAE B0 52 3, DT 1 A AR A
871 . Sl Z R RHIERL A A SR I 2 RS 43

RS R R RHIE T AL S SR A 7 s . 1817 (a)
SR AR, D 18 T EREAE AT AL A 25 2R, HEHUT
e e BERL R I RS AE A S . P 7(b) & B MFFE
BEHLAT AR AE R AT RSS2, S AR SAR LE , b iy A
FIAEBIRFESEAS G . TR 7 (e ) J2UR I MFFE BB 5
AR PR T AR 2R 2R T 3 B ] AR I A5 AR
I 735802 LA SR RSG5, DR /Iy FRRHIE DR B A L
BOEHR W EHAIEN] T MFFE BB 1A 200

(a) JEIEI

(b) AREINMEFERBLRITTIALIET () HINMFFE SR iy T # 4k ]

E 7 AN EIN MEFE B 1 RRAE E n] $i4k

A5 X MFFE B2 5 A 5% 09 B IR 3R 47 T #6898, %t
MFFE #e rb it 22 ROBERRAE A& T4 Ja) R SOk GCE

BefEAT T IH R SES , SCRR A R NG 3 s . R 3l L
A i Z REFHERLE A GCE BUARRB AR A R A2
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B Ak a5 T T 22 ROEEARAE B RE i /N B RR (S B H, mAPSO 5 T 3.5% , mAP50~95 $2 55 T 3.0%. % ith
By e, ST 128 R A mAPS0 B R5CR B 4T T A A FH A T A laﬂiiﬁjj S SEANEL 7D
4.5.2 DFE#ERBRM DX e 4[RO B o 2 B B, $E (IR IR /N H AR A

NSV 1 RVE 118 0 8 s = a L i B €2 by < D 211 =15 AN | A1 I R R 17138 D A I B4 R R R 7

#3 MIFEEREHEMIBER

s P | R | mAP50/% | mAP50~95/%
MC-YOLO_del_ MFFE | 0.838 | 0.689 | 77.1 50.9
MC-YOLO_del_ MFFE +

~del 0.883 | 0.787| 83.1 57.6

EAN AT S5
MC-YOLO_del_MFFE
C-YOLO_del MEFE + 1 ) 000 1 0769 | 824 57.1
GCE
MC-YOLO 0.892]0.790| 832 58.4

b) AN DFE B Y T WAL &

BB R RAE AT AL S5 R 18] 8 s . I 8 J'oRs TR
FH MFFE A SRl X2 A A DFE B RRIE K]
FRALSE R, P 8 (b) J& AR F DFE AR (435 e ml f Ak 4
B WNEERTT LA A —H 5/ BAsFHEC & 208 Kl
8(c) 2K H DFEAHUS BYARFIE AT IRALZE S , AT A 45
SATLUA SN DFE AU /N EPRFEIECR R A5 LU e
PRI AR SCHE S ) DFE BEHHFETHICIE /N H AR AR RS
MBE S 230 .

¢) WRINDFE RS 1w WAL A

K8 A~ ﬁ%hu'ﬁ{?@ﬂu DFE&ﬂ&FE’JWFFﬂTWh

4.6 FiEMREIIE

AATLEASTIFH VisDrone2019-DET JG AL /7N H
FREESE T IUE T A SOk rbERe , 5 B AT T i/
H AR A L B AT 5e 4 7 LR A RN R 4 R

AT FAEZEEE FHUS T 49.1% 1 mAP50 F129%
AYmAP50~95. 5 NE-CDMNet /A, A S mAPS0
FETE2.3% 55 fH mAP50~59 5 11 1.7%. 5 aS-YOLO
ITEEAR FE , A SCH5 ¥ B9 mAPS0 & i 0.8%. A S5
VisDrone2019-DET %t#ii 5 b i Se itk i 5 B REAH 24, 3X
FAA SOy P AR IZ ALRE ST, HAR SO i A
DISEGE . B9 AR T AR TR R RAR S S . AT
PSS R UG G 345 AT AR Y, BRAR SCAIrR e IE
B REEEIRE RN/ BFRAYAE T 5 aS-YOLO \NE-CDMNet
DAY AHAEAR R RS AR ST 05 2% (R 2 B
TR, DASSIEAR ST AR A () 72 At

5 it

ASSCEF WA IR L /N AR B2 T —Fh 45 5 A
Wl £ 3 8 T 20055 R AT 99 45 BRUEE /N B R AG I 7 3% MC-
YOLO. iZJ5 50 1 i PA AR PR A5 /N FEARRFAEAS
F R, $ T 2 RO R R S s BB, R 2 N
JEFFIEAR B Rl 1 i AR MR FEUR b /N B RRRRAE . A1,
ST A0 AR AR U, 385 Xk /I F AR X ) S T

R4 VisDrone2019-DET ##E&E L R E L HREXT LB R

n— R mAP50~ | Parameters/
95/% 10°
Yolov5s(2020) 34.2 18.9 72
Faster RCNN (2017)" 33.2 12.0 41.2
Cascade R-CNN (2018)* 31.9 19.5 69.3
RetinaNet (2020)*" 28.6 18.8 36.1
TOOD (2021)2 34.2 20.4 32
FCOS (2022)" 15.5 8.7 31.9
PP-YOLOE (2022)* 35.6 19.6 52.2
HDETR (2023)*" 35.2 20.8 46.1
YOLOv8(2023) 35.3 20.5 25.8
YOLOv9(2024)"! 37.8 21.7 25.5
YOLOv10(2024) 36.3 20.6 24.4
YOLOv11(2024) 38.5 21.3 25.3
ESO-DETR (2025)*" 41 24 14.9
EM-YOLO (2024)P 43.5 25.1 8.88
PC-YOLO11s (2025)*” 43.8 26.3 7.1
aS-YOLO(2025)™" 48.3 30.4 43.6
NE-CDMNet (2024)°" 51.4 27.3 76
MC-YOLO (ours) 49.1 29 21.7

RET, IFAEFE 4RI BT SOfF B4R B AR e iE 1 ] s

TREATEZ /N FARAE 19 65 5L, DA R 3 (7] 2 e A R 1)
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PC-YOLOL s g+

aS-YOLO

NE-CDMNet g

9 VisDrone ¥fiidle b 25 Fuk AT ML A S0 T IA]

K RE s . 5 H A et 9 F ARSI 5128 LLSOD %4
B LRI S5 R HE , A ST 1 BE B G I 21 A 5 3%

iRl

A 80 ) 0 B DX ) /s F AR A, DRI A S5 1%

AER I i S BRI IR BE PR BE T 9/ HARAR I . T — 2K
TEAR TR IR EEPRIE T /)y F ARG 3 12 K2 A1 a1
LI T Rt — L R R IT
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